Lernanthropus indefinitus n. sp. was found as a new parasite on Argyrosomus regius (Asso, 1801). The identity of L. indefinitus was determined on the basis of the morphological features of the female, such as the shape of the dorsal plate, shape and size of the fourth leg, length of the fifth leg, and shape and size of the parabasal flagellum. In addition, new data are reported for Lernanthropus kroyeri Van Beneden, 1851 on Dicentrarchus labrax (L., 1758), and some comments are added on the antennules and parabasal flagellum of L. kroyeri. The present paper raises the number of known species of Lernanthropidae in Turkish waters to seven.
INTRODUCTION
Lernanthropus De Blainville, 1822, with about 120 nominal species, is the most widespread genus of the family Lernanthropidae and is considered to be a common genus of parasitic copepods on fishes (Kabata, 1993; Boxshall & Halsey, C. ERKIN KOYUNCU, RAUL CASTRO ROMERO & SÜPHAN KARAYTUG 2004; Ho et al., 2008; Suares-Morales et al., 2010; El-Rashidy & Boxshall, 2012) . Some species of Lernanthropus are strictly host-specific, but several species are parasites of fish belonging to one genus, or on several genera of the one same family (Kabata, 1979; Castro & Baeza, 1985; Olivier & Van Niekerk, 1995; Timi & Etchegoin, 1996; Luque & Paraguass, 2003) .
The most commonly-reported lernanthropid species parasitic on Dicentrarchus labrax (L., 1758) is Lernanthropus kroyeri Van Beneden, 1851 (cf. Tokşen, 1999 Özel et al., 2004) (Altunel, 1983; Akmirza, 2003; Korun & Tepecik, 2005; Oguz & Öktener, 2007; Castro Romero & Öktener, 2010) .
The objective of this paper is to describe Lernanthropus indefinitus, a new parasite found on the gills of Argyrosomus regius (Asso, 1801) in Turkish waters, and to describe morphological differences with L. kroyeri and L. gisleri Van Beneden, 1832 (both previously reported parasites on A. regius and L. brevis, and also with other Lernanthropus species parasitic on sciaenids).
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The parasites were collected with the aid of commercial catches and individual fishermen in Mersin Bay in the Mediterranean Sea. The total length of the fishes was measured. Specimens of Lernanthropus were kept in 70% alcohol. Before dissection, the parasites were kept in lactic acid for a few hours in order to cleanse the specimens. Specimens were dissected in lactophenol under an Olympus SZX-16 stereomicroscope. Dissected parts were mounted on slides in lactophenol mounting medium. Broken glass fibres were added to prevent the animal and appendages from being compressed by the coverslip and to facilitate rotation and manipulation, allowing observation from all angles. Preparations were sealed with Entellan ® (Merck). All drawings have been prepared using a camera lucida on an Olympus BX-51 differential interference contrast microscope. The terminology of Kabata (1979) and Huys & Boxshall (1991) is adopted for description of some of the structures.
